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Independent local reef advice - no booking fees

OceanQuest 3-Day / 2-Night Liveaboard
ltinerary

A practical guide for snorkellers and certified divers - what the trip feels like, how each day
flows, and what to expect on board.

Best for: travellers who want more than a day trip, confident snorkellers, certified divers, families with
water-confident children, and anyone who wants to wake up on the Outer Great Barrier Reef.

Quick trip snapshot

Departure Daily from Cairns, with check-in through Divers Den before transferring to the
marina.
Duration 3 days / 2 nights aboard OceanQuest, with flexible shorter or longer liveaboard

options available.

Reef area Outer Great Barrier Reef sites around Norman, Saxon and Hastings Reefs. Sites are
chosen to suit the day's weather, tides and visibility.

For divers Up to 10 certified dives across the 3-day / 2-night itinerary, including possible night
dive opportunities, conditions permitting.

For snorkellers Multiple snorkel sessions each day, full briefings, flotation aids and reef access from
the vessel.
On board Air-conditioned cabins with private ensuite bathrooms, chef-prepared meals,

lounge/bar area, sun decks and a dedicated dive deck.

Why choose a liveaboard instead of a day trip?

* You get time. Instead of rushing out and back in one day, you live on the reef and enjoy morning, afternoon and
evening sessions.

» The reef feels different at different times. Early morning light, sunset, night-time marine life and quieter reef
conditions all add to the experience.

» More reef sites. OceanQuest can move between outer reef moorings, so your trip is not limited to just one
location.

e Less travel, more reef. Once you are on OceanQuest, your accommodation is already on the Great Barrier
Reef.

* It is easy for mixed groups. Certified divers, snorkellers and first-time intro divers can often travel together on
the same trip.

Cairns Dive Adventures local tip: The real magic of this trip is waking up on the reef. A sunrise snorkel or
early morning dive can be the moment people remember most.
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What makes OceanQuest special?

OceanQuest is designed as a floating reef base rather than a simple transfer boat. Once you arrive, the rhythm
becomes simple: reef session, food, rest, repeat. That makes the trip easier to understand for first-time
liveaboard guests and very appealing for people who want a deeper Great Barrier Reef experience.

The boat

« Large three-deck catamaran purpose-built for
reef stays.

« Air-conditioned interior spaces for cooling off
between reef sessions.

* Open sundecks for sunrise, sunset and star
watching.

* Lounge and licensed bar area for relaxing after
your final water session.

The reef locations

» Quter reef sites around Norman, Saxon and
Hastings Reefs.

« Coral gardens, bommies, reef walls and sandy
patches depending on the mooring.

* Possible marine life includes turtles, reef fish,
rays, reef sharks, trevally, parrotfish,
anemonefish and Maori wrasse.

« Sites are selected according to conditions for the

best possible snorkel and dive experience.

The cabins
 Twin and double cabin options.
* Private ensuite bathrooms in cabins.

« Air-conditioning for comfortable sleeping on the
reef.

» Bedding and bath towels supplied on board.

The food

 Chef-prepared meals served on board.
* Hot and cold breakfast options.
e Lunch and dinner included.

» Dessert after dinner - a small but much-loved
liveaboard ritual.

« Chilled water, tea and coffee included. Special
diets should be advised when booking.
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Sample 3-Day / 2-Night Itinerary

Important: This is a sample itinerary only. Exact reef sites, session times and transfers can change due to
weather, tides, operational requirements and Marine Park conditions. Always follow the crew timetable and
safety briefings on board.

Day 1 - Cairns to the Outer Reef and your first night at sea

Highlights: Travel from Cairns to the Outer Great Barrier Reef, enjoy your first snorkel or dive sessions, transfer
to OceanQuest, settle into your cabin and experience sunset on the Coral Sea.

7:30-8:00am Cairns city accommodation pickup if arranged, then check-in at Divers Den.

8:30am Depart Cairns Marina on the reef transfer vessel.

10:00am Arrive at the Outer Reef for your first snorkel or dive session.

12:00pm Lunch while the vessel moves to another reef location.

12:30pm Second snorkel or dive opportunity.

2:30pm Transfer across to OceanQuest and settle into your cabin.

3:30pm Afternoon snorkel or dive session from OceanQuest.

6:00pm Dinner is served.

Evening Certified divers may have the option of a night dive or special evening dive experience.

Others can relax on board.

8:00pm Dessert, then time to relax before bed.

Your first day is about getting out to the reef and easing into the liveaboard rhythm. The transfer vessel gives
you time to complete paperwork, receive equipment and listen to safety briefings before the first reef session.

The afternoon transfer to OceanQuest is usually simple: guests move from the day vessel onto the liveaboard,
meet the crew, receive a vessel briefing and find their cabins. From this point, you are living on the reef rather
than commuting to it.

For many guests, the first sunset is when the trip really starts to feel special. After dinner, certified divers may
choose an evening dive if available. Snorkellers and non-divers can enjoy the deck, lounge, bar area or simply
watch the activity from above.
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Day 2 - A full day living on the Great Barrier Reef

Highlights: Wake up on the reef, enjoy multiple reef sessions, watch the boat move between sites and settle
into the classic liveaboard routine: water, meals, rest and repeat.

Early morning Certified divers may have an early dive opportunity. Snorkellers can wake for sunrise or
enjoy a slower start.

7:30am Breakfast with hot and cold options.

8:30am First morning snorkel or dive session.

10:30am Second morning snorkel or dive session.

12:30pm Lunch on board.

Afternoon Rest time as the vessel may move reef sites and daily transfer operations take place.
3:30pm Afternoon snorkel or dive session.

6:00pm Dinner.

Evening Possible night dive or Fluoro-style evening dive experience for certified divers, subject to

availability and conditions.

8:00pm Dessert and relaxed evening on board.

Day 2 is the heart of the trip. You are already on the reef when the day begins, so there is no long morning
transfer from Cairns. This is why liveaboards suit people who want maximum reef time.

Between sessions you can dry off, have a hot shower, sit on the sundeck, check fish ID books, rest in your cabin
or simply enjoy the feeling of being surrounded by the Coral Sea.

Divers do not have to do every dive. Snorkellers do not have to be in the water every session. The best
approach is to choose the sessions that suit your energy, comfort and confidence.
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Day 3 - Morning reef time and return to Cairns

Highlights: Enjoy your final morning on the reef, pack your cabin, have lunch on board and transfer back to
Cairns in the afternoon.

Early morning
7:30am
8:30am
10:30am
12:00pm
12:30pm
2:30pm
3:00pm

Approx. 5:00pm

Optional early morning dive or sunrise viewing, depending on the daily plan.
Breakfast.

Morning snorkel or dive session.

Final snorkel or dive session for departing guests.

Cabin check-out and time to pack.

Lunch before the return transfer.

Transfer vessel arrives to collect departing passengers.

Depart the Outer Reef.

Return to Cairns accommodation, subject to weather and marine conditions.

Your final morning is still a proper reef day, not just a checkout day. The early session can be beautiful because
marine life changes with the light and currents.

After your final water session, allow time for a freshwater shower, packing and lunch. The crew will advise exact
cabin checkout and transfer times on the day.

If you are flying, travelling to altitude, or planning a Tablelands trip after diving, check the no-fly and altitude
guidance before booking your onward travel.
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Who this trip suits best

« Certified divers who want more dives, more reef variety and the chance to experience morning and night-time
reef conditions.

» Snorkellers who are confident in the water and want a deeper reef experience than a standard day trip.

* Families with water-confident children who are comfortable with boat life, shared schedules and multiple snorkel
sessions.

» Couples and friends where one person dives and another snorkels - both can enjoy the same boat and reef
locations.

* Travellers with limited time who want accommodation, meals and reef experiences combined into one compact
adventure.

Who may prefer a day trip instead

» Guests who are not comfortable sleeping on a boat.
» Travellers who are very prone to seasickness and unsure about overnight reef conditions.
» People who want resort-style space, large private bathrooms or extensive luggage storage in the cabin.

» Non-swimmers who do not want to participate in water activities. A pontoon-style day trip may be easier for this
situation.

What is included?

 Cairns CBD accommodation transfers when arranged as part of the booking.
« Reef transfers from Cairns to OceanQuest and back.

e Twin or double cabin accommodation, depending on your booking.

« All main meals on board, plus chilled drinking water, tea and coffee.

* Snorkelling equipment and reef briefings.

« Certified diving equipment and air fills for certified dive packages.

 Cabin bedding and bath towel.

Optional extras may include guided dives, intro dives, Fluoro/evening dive experiences, Nitrox, camera hire, soft drinks, alcohol,
snhacks and souvenirs. Availability and prices can change, so confirm when booking.
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Helpful things to know before booking

Medical requirements for scuba diving
All introductory and certified scuba participants need to meet dive medical questionnaire requirements. Some
medical conditions, past medical history, asthma, some medications or recent surgery may prevent diving unless
cleared by a doctor. Check this before booking, especially if any passenger wants to try scuba diving.
Alcohol and water activities
Liveaboard vessels operate strict alcohol and water-activity rules. Once you consume alcohol, you should expect
that you will not be allowed back in the water that day. Plan your evening accordingly if you want to do a night
dive.
No-fly and altitude planning
Divers should leave suitable time between their last dive and flying or travelling to altitude. This also matters for
local trips to higher-altitude areas such as the Atherton Tablelands. Ask before booking flights, hot-air ballooning
or Tablelands tours immediately after your liveaboard.
What to pack

« Small overnight bag - cabins are comfortable but storage is limited.

* Swimwear, reef-safe sun protection, hat, sunglasses and a reusable water bottle.

« Light clothing for the day and something warm for the evening sea breeze.

* Toiletries and any personal medication.

« Certification card/logbook for certified divers.

* Dry bag or small bag for electronics and personal items.

Booking advice: Tell Cairns Dive Adventures about the ages, swimming confidence, dive certifications,
medical concerns and comfort level of each traveller. This helps match the trip properly and avoids surprises
on the day.

Need help choosing?

Cairns Dive Adventures is an independent Cairns reef tour booking centre. We help compare day trips,
liveaboards, dive courses and snorkelling options so you can choose the reef trip that genuinely suits you.

Phone: +61 7 4041 1638 Email: reservations@cairnsdiveadventures.com Website:
|ca|rnsdlveadventures.com.au |

Information last reviewed: 19 June 2026. This itinerary is a guide only. Times, reef sites, inclusions, optional extras, prices and
operating details can change without notice due to weather, tides, safety, Marine Park requirements and operator scheduling.

cairnsdiveadventures.com.au | Page 7


mailto:reservations@cairnsdiveadventures.com
https://cairnsdiveadventures.com.au/tour/deep-sea-divers-den-liveaboard/
https://cairnsdiveadventures.com.au/contact-us/
https://api.whatsapp.com/send/?phone=61740411638&text&type=phone_number&app_absent=0
https://cairnsdiveadventures.com.au/



